
 
 

 

 
 
 
July 16, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents:  
  
We are excited to welcome your student back for the 2021-2022 school year. Our team has been 
busy preparing to provide a sense of normalcy in the midst of unprecedented times for schools 
and families.  
 
This past year was challenging, and we cannot say thank you enough for the continued support 
of our students, staff, parents, and community. Working together, we were able to keep our doors 
open to in-person instruction all year and that will continue to be our goal.   
 
Similarly, this year’s plan will be flexible, responsible, adaptable, and most importantly, safety-
focused. Fortunately, the Polk County community has seen a decrease in the number of positive 
COVID cases over the past several months. While we are encouraged by the decrease in reported 
cases, we will continue to act responsibly. We will also continue to monitor COVID data and 
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Department of Public Health (DPH).  
 
The following plan will provide detailed guidance regarding our “transition back to normal.” Our 
theme for this year is BETTER TOGETHER, and we truly believe that together we can make 
this the best year yet for our students, families, employees, and other stakeholders. Thank you for 
your continued patience and partnership. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katherine M. Thomas 
 
Dr. Katherine M. Thomas 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

POLK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR - 
START DATE: AUGUST 3 

 
Mask Protocols:  
Masks are not required, but are welcome in our buildings. 
 
Open House 
Polk School District will hold Open House at all of our schools on Friday, July 30, at the 
following times: 
 

Elementary Schools: 
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Middle Schools: 

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
*Cedartown Middle School 6th Grade: 

2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

High Schools: 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

*Seniors: 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Please check your student’s school website/social media for special instructions for 
entering/exiting the building. Masks are not required, but are welcome. 
 
First Day of School 
We love our parents, and we realize that dropping your student off for the first day of school can 
be stressful. As such, our phenomenal staff will be available to meet with you during Open 
House to put your mind at ease regarding dropping your student off the first day. Parents/Visitors 
will not be allowed in the building to walk their student to class. This procedure will ensure 
teachers and staff stay focused on getting all children settled in and acclimated to rituals and 
routines.  
 
Rituals and Routines: 
The first two weeks of school will be critical to forming relationships with students, stressing 
rituals and routines, and educating students on proper hygiene practices.  

Desks will be spaced out as much as possible. Assigned seating will be necessary in all 
classrooms to assist with contact tracing.  



 
 

 

 
School Times:  
 
Elementary Schools: 
 
Doors will open to students at 7:20 a.m. Students who are not in class by 7:50 a.m. will be 
counted tardy. Dismissal begins at 2:30 p.m.   
 
Middle Schools:  
 
Doors will open to students at 7:30 a.m. Students who are not in class by 8:20 a.m. will be 
counted tardy. Dismissal begins at 3:15 p.m.   
 
High Schools:  
 
Doors will open to students at 7:30 a.m. Students who are not in class by 8:25 a.m. will be 
counted tardy. Dismissal begins at 3:25 p.m.   
 
Classroom Protocols:  
We will have assigned seating in all classrooms. Teachers and students will be asked to use the 
last few minutes of each class each day to wipe down desks/work spaces.  
 
Class Transitions: 
Students will travel to class, lunch, and recess with proper safety protocols in place.  
 
Cafeteria:  
During the first month of school, classes will be allowed to transition back to lunch in the 
cafeteria based on each school’s schedule and needs. Breakfast will continue to be grab-and-go 
in common areas of each school.  
 
Classroom Care Kits:  
Bottles of disinfectant, wipes, and paper towels are available for all classrooms. Emergency 
Management and the Department of Education have donated masks for all students and staff that 
would like one.  
 
Transportation: 
Assigned seating will be required. It is not feasible to social distance on school buses. Hand 
sanitizer will be available, and buses will be disinfected and cleaned frequently. Students will not 
be expected to wear masks unless community spread of COVID warrants their use. 
 



 
 

 

Visitor Protocols: 
We love volunteers and visitors, but also know that excessive numbers of guests on the school 
campus may pose safety concerns during COVID outbreaks. We will allow visitors who are 
providing instructional services for students such as mentors, guest speakers, etc. as a first step to 
introducing visitors back to our schools. All other visitors to school will continue to be limited 
until further notice. 
 
Preparation of Facilities: 
Todd Tillery is Polk School District’s new Executive Director of Operations. Mr. Tillery will 
work directly with our custodial staff to ensure that buildings are safe and clean. We continue to 
provide hand sanitizing stations. Water fountains and bottle filling stations are available to 
students and staff. Students and staff may bring their own water bottles from home and use bottle 
filling stations. To maintain safe and controlled access to buildings, as well as to prioritize 
cleaning and disinfecting, community use of school buildings will be limited to approved events 
and programs providing direct support to students. 
 
Health Screenings:  
We will continue to ask staff and students who exhibit any COVID symptoms to refrain from 
coming into the building. An emphasis will be placed on hygiene, reminding all to wash hands 
frequently and use hand sanitizer. 
 
Contact Tracing and Follow Up Plan: 
Polk School District will continue to work with our District Department of Public Health on 
reporting and responding to case by case situations.  Students/Parents/Staff will report each case 
to the respective contact tracing designee, and they will utilize the School Decision Making Tree 
from the Department of Education to formulate next steps which will be communicated back to 
principals or school designees with a prescriptive course of action.   
 



 
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Do students/staff have to wear masks? 
Masks will not be mandated during the 2021-2022 school year unless there is community spread 
of COVID which warrants a return to mask wearing during transitions or when social distancing 
is not possible. 
 
Will distance learning be offered?  
No, distance learning is not going to be offered this school year. All instruction will be delivered 
via face-to-face instruction.  
 
Will hand sanitizer be available for my child? 
Yes, hand sanitizing stations are located throughout school facilities and on buses.  
 
Will water fountains be available for my child? 
Yes. Students may bring water from home or use bottle filling stations to refill water bottles. 
 
Will field trips be available this year?   
Regional field trips will be considered for continuation after the first month of school.  
 
What will be the screening protocols for teachers and students? 
Teachers and students should only enter school facilities when they are not exhibiting symptoms 
such as a cough or fever.   
 
What steps will be followed if a teacher and/or student tests positive for COVID? 
If a parent/guardian reports that their child has a COVID diagnosis, school officials will follow 
the Department of Public Health and CDC guidelines. Notification will be made to parents of 
students who have had known direct exposure during the school day or at school functions, as 
determined by DPH and CDC guidelines, where possible. 
 
What modifications will be made to students riding on buses? 
We encourage families who can transport their children to school to do so. This will reduce the 
number of students on each bus as it is not feasible to social distance. Assigned seating will be 
required. Students will not be expected to wear masks unless community spread of COVID 
warrants their use. Hand sanitizer will be available on buses and buses will be disinfected and 
cleaned frequently.   
 
 
 



 
 

 

Will my child’s absences be counted as excused or unexcused if they are absent for COVID 
related issues? 
Any student qualifying for a COVID related or other medical related absence will be considered 
excused with a parent or doctor note. If your child is not in attendance, please notify the 
attendance office.  
 
As the fall brings illnesses such as the flu, etc. what modifications will be needed to 
differentiate between these illnesses and COVID? 
Since these illnesses can have similar symptoms, both will be treated with the expectation that 
students and staff remain fever free for 24 hours (without fever reducing medication) before 
returning to school. 
 
Will education look fundamentally different post-pandemic, or will school systems revert to 
prior structures? 
We look forward to returning to many of the traditional practices of the PreK-12 learning 
environment. We also recognize that we must learn from this pandemic to ensure that we are best 
prepared for any future situations that may be presented.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: This is an evolving situation and plans, protocols and procedures  
are subject to change at any time. Thank you for your continued support.  

 


